Here's some GREAT NEWS to start the new year with. I just received an email from Pastor Robert in Uganda and wanted to share it with everyone. Enjoy.
"Hello John, I do not know how to express my excitement but am glad to tell you that yesterday 6th.January.2012 I finished my 6th and last cycle for the first stage of cancer treatment. It's my prayer that the cancer will be gone completely so that I don't have to go for stage 2. The journey has been long. But thank you very much for standing with me in this stormy times of my life. It has been a good time for me to learn that there are hidden blessings in the storms of life and for sure I have experienced these blessings. The whole process has taken over US3000$ right from consultation, first biopsy testing, full body testing, second biopsy testing, CBC tests before every cycle, buying the drug and administration of each cycle, Hospital fee, buying of pills to control the side effects and transportation of me and Sarah to the hospital. I could not afford all this But God has shown to me that he is able to provide in the way we can ever imagined.

I thank God and all friends, those I 
know and those that I do not know who contributed financially and prayerful to me for my treatment and total healing. Am so proud of all of you and so glad to know that I have people who love and appreciate what we do here in Africa, please you have shown me much love than I deserved and may God bless you for every thing you have done for me. As you might be knowing there is no machine here in Uganda to test if the cancer is gone completely, so I will be visiting the Oncologist next after 6 weeks for review and I think after that i will be visiting him every after three months for the same. As for now am a free man and very soon, I will be resuming full time ministry and Feel God has engaged another gear in my life for me to love and serve Him than I have ever did and have helped me to know Him better.

I love you all and attached are the photos of my last treatment administration at Nakasero Hospital Kampala.

Robert."

BAGGAGE

Our Christian pilgrimage is meant to be more pleasant than some of us will allow. We take too much baggage on the trip. The joy of the destination gets lost in the weariness of travel. What Jesus said would be a light burden and easy yoke will become an oppressive weight and a hateful bondage.

Most of us accumulate a very complicated collection of baggage as we travel through life. There are such things as terrible feelings of guilt and grievances for wrong things suffered. If you continue to pile baggage on, your journey will get monotonous. If you don't turn loose of the past it will cheat you of the future. If you are unable to grant forgiveness, you will live under a sadder, darker cloud of bitterness.

Besides, who knows about tomorrow? Taking its weight on your shoulders before it even arrives is the height of folly. It would be utterly impossible for so great a host of ills, as some can imagine, ever to descend on anyone. Advanced worry about any of them only serves to sap strength which could be used to deal with it through wise anticipation and bold faith.

God has not only given us permission but a command to deposit our baggage with him. "Cast all your anxiety on him," says the Scripture, "because he cares for you" (I Peter 5:7).

I watched a lady making her way down the aisle of the airplane lugging two bags. She banged them first into one traveler and then another. She obviously had made what could have been a pleasant trip into something arduous. 

You will travel with a freer step by learning to deposit your baggage with the Lord.

JUST BELIEVE
Max Lucado

It was small enough to overlook. Only two words. I know I’d read that passage a hundred times. But I’d never seen it. 

But I won’t miss it again. It’s highlighted in yellow and underlined in red. You might want to do the same. Look in Mark, chapter 16. Get your pencil ready and enjoy this jewel in the seventh verse (here it comes). The verse reads like this: “But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. 

Did you see it? Read it again. (This time I italicized the words.)

“But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee.”

Now tell me if that’s not a hidden treasure.

If I might paraphrase the words, “Don’t stay here, go tell the disciples,” a pause, then a smile, “and especially tell Peter, that he is going before you to Galilee.”

What a line. It’s as if all of heaven had watched Peter fall—and it’s as if all of heaven wanted to help him back up again. “Be sure and tell Peter that he’s not left out. Tell him that one failure doesn’t make a flop.”

Whew!

No wonder they call it the gospel of the second chance.

Those who know these types of things say that the Gospel of Mark is really the transcribed notes and dictated thoughts of Peter. If this is true, then it was Peter himself who included these two words! And if these really are his words, I can’t help but imagine that the old fisherman had to brush away a tear and swallow a lump when he got to this point in the story.

It’s not every day that you get a second chance. Peter must have known that. The next time he saw Jesus, he got so excited that he barely got his britches on before he jumped into the cold water of the Sea of Galilee. It was also enough, so they say, to cause this backwoods Galilean to carry the gospel of the second chance all the way to Rome where they killed him. If you’ve ever wondered what would cause a man to be willing to be crucified upside down, maybe now you know.

It’s not every day that you find someone who will give you a second chance—much less someone who will give you a second chance every day.

But in Jesus, Peter found both.

Was He Really a "Doubting Thomas"?

Greg Laurie 

Thomas, one of Jesus' disciples, had the nickname Doubting Thomas, but I think that is a bit unfair. I have always thought of Thomas as more of a skeptic than a doubter. After all, Thomas did not ask for a special revelation from Jesus. He simply asked for the same proof the other disciples had (see John 20:25). Thomas was the kind of guy who wanted to know for himself. He was his own man. He would not let others do his thinking for him.

What did Jesus do with such a man? He made a special resurrection appearance for him. He condescended to Thomas and his desire to know for himself. What amazes me about this is that Jesus came to Thomas on his level. He didn't rebuke him. He didn't humiliate him. He could see that deep down in Thomas's heart, he really wanted to know God. Jesus came to him and said, "Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing" (John 20:27).

I like Thomas, because by nature I, too, am a skeptical person. I have never been one to believe something just because someone says it is true.

You might be someone who is a bit skeptical, a bit unsure of your faith. You may have a lot of questions. Deep down inside, you want to know God. You want to know for yourself. The risen Lord has something for you. He can turn your skepticism into belief.

Just come to Him with your questions. Come to Him with your doubts. You, too, will be able to say, "My Lord and my God!"

Taken from "New Knowledge for the Skeptic" by Harvest Ministries
PASTOR’s CORNER

TRUTH
Perhaps you have noticed the demise of TRUTH; not only in society, but sadly the tentacles of deception reach deep into the church.
No longer are we outraged by the lie that is so often repeated. We become insensitive to it at best and at worst no longer even recognize it. Situational ethics, relative morality, and tolerance masquerading as righteousness is causing spiritual enema in God’s people. Many question “Hath God really said”; when the truth is one of the most prolific teachings in scripture. His word declares we must “Worship Him in Spirit and in TRUTH.” “And you shall know the TRUTH and the TRUTH shall set your free”. We are to “Rightly divide the word of TRUTH.”
The apostle John declared, “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in TRUTH.” 
When someone, anyone, even a brother or sister, proclaims you really can’t understand the bible, that it can be interpreted many ways, tell them in Love they have bought a lie not taught anywhere in scripture.
Study to show yourself approved and believe Him who declares He is “The Way, The TRUTH and The Life.” God exhorts us to “Walk in TRUTH.” Join us on Wednesday for The Truth Project. I guarantee it will be life altering.
Pastor Al
Lots of Kids

I have five siblings, three sisters and two brothers.

One night I was chatting with my Mom about how she had changed as a mother from the first child to the last.

She told me she had mellowed a lot over the years:

"When your oldest sister coughed or sneezed, I called the ambulance.

When your youngest brother swallowed a dime, I just told him it was coming out of his allowance."

